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Mr Peter McGrath  
Clerk to the Justice Committee 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

20 May 2016 
 
Dear Peter 
 
HMICS Assurance Review of Police Scotland’s Counter Corruption Unit 

 

I refer to our recent contact in relation to the HMICS assurance review of Police Scotland’s 
Counter Corruption Unit and write to provide you with an update on our proposed publication 
date. 
 
We have now completed the majority of our fieldwork activity and have only one task 
outstanding in relation to user engagement, which will be progressed over the next few weeks. 
We have conducted a detailed examination of the circumstances leading to the applications for 
the acquisition and disclosure of communications data, as highlighted by the Interception of 
Communications Commissioner in his statement dated 25 November 2015. We have also 
concluded a thorough assurance review of the wider operating practices within the Counter 
Corruption Unit.  Both aspects of our review will be combined into a single report. 
 
Given the complexities of our review and the ongoing Investigatory Powers Tribunal, we have 
extended the time allocated for our quality assurance processes and factual accuracy checking 
with stakeholders. As a consequence, we now anticipate publishing our report in the week 
commencing 27 June 2016.  Although the dates for the Scottish Parliamentary recess have not 
yet been decided, I would envisage that our revised timescales will still allow our report to be 
laid before the Scottish Parliament under Section 79(3) of the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) 
Act 2012 before the summer break. As you are aware, a copy of our report will be provided to 
the Scottish Police Authority, the Chief Constable and the Cabinet Secretary for Justice. Our 
report will also be made publicly available on the HMICS website. 
 
I have also written to the Chair of the Scottish Police Authority to advise him of our proposed 
publication date. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Derek Penman  
HM Inspector of Constabulary 


